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LETTER   XXXI

Dresden, October ^rd, 1786.

I HAVE had very little time for the courier of
to-day,   having spent  all day yesterday, from six
o'clock in  the morning till night, at, and in the
affairs of, the Court.   The ceremony of rendering
homage was   awful,  notwithstanding the   narrow-
ness   of   the   place   in   which   the   states   were
received.    As moral ideas have a great influence,
even unperceived   by us, on our  physical   sensa-
tions,   this   tribute   of   respect,   paid   by  armed
despotism   to the   nation it governs, this species
of   paternal   colloquy between   the   Monarch   and
the  deputies, here called the   states, establishing
in    some   manner   a   correlative   engagement,   to
which  only a little more dignity on the part of
the   deputies,   and   at   least   the   appearance  of
deliberation  are   wanting  to give pleasure to the
heart,  fill   the   mind with   sublime  and   affecting
reveries.   To a Prince capable of reflection, I would
only wish this ceremony to be contrasted with the
military   oath,   and   the   different   emotions  theyd secure the Electorate  and  the
